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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR LATIN AMERICAN TEACHING FELLOW FOR 
UNIVERSITY OF COSTA RICA SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 

1; BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

THE NEW DIRECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF COSTA RICA SCHOOL OF 
JOURNALISM, JAVIER SOLIS, HAS FORMALLY REQUESTED BY LETTER 
TO THE EMBASSY AN AMERICAN JOURNALISM INSTRUCTOR WHO COULD 
BEGIN IN AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER 1973 AND CONTINUE THROUGH JUNE 
1974. EMBASSY EXPECTS THIS INSTRUCTOR WOULD FALL WITHIN THE 
CRITERIA OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE S LATIN AMERICAN FELLOW 
TEACHING PROGRAM. THE INSTRUCTOR SHOULD BE QUALIFIED TO 
TEACH THE "SCIENCE AND THE THEORY OF COMMUNICATION" AND HAVE 
SOME EXPERTISE IN THE TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF 
WRITTEN JOURNALISM. UNCLAS. 

2. UNCLAS. 

SINCE SOLIS WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF THE JOURNALISM SCHOOL 
IN JUNE, 1973 HE HAS EMBARKED UPON AN AMBITIOUS PROGRAM OF 
STRENGTHENING AND BROADENING THE SCHOOL'S CURRICULUM. HE 
EXPECTS THE LAST SIX MONTHS OF THE CURRENT ACADEMIC YEAR, 
BEGINNING IN AUGUST, TO BE DEVOTED TO DESIGNING A NEW 
CURRICULUM WHICH HE EXPECTS WILL BE PUT INTO EFFECT IN 
MARCH 1974, THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR. SOLIS 
HOPES THAT A LATIN AMERICAN TEACHING FELLOW WITH MEDIA 
EXPERTISE WOULD BE OF GREAT ASSISTANCE TO HIM AND THE SCHOOL 
FOR BOTH CURRICULUM DESIGN AND SOME TEACHING WORK. BEGINN 
ING IN MARCH 1974 THE LATF WOULD BE EXCULSIVELY INVOLVED 
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3. UNCLAS. 

THE LATIN AMERICAN TEACHING FELLOW SHOULD HAVE SOME 
KNOWLEDGE OF SPANISH, ALTHOUGH FLUENCY ISNOT NECESSARY. 

IF POSSIBLE, A BACKGROUND IN POLITICAL SCIENCE WOULD BE 
HELPFUL AS HE COULD THE TEACH SOME COURSES IN JOURNALISM'S 
SISTER SCHOOL THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, BOTH OF 
WHICH FALL WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF COSTA RICA'S LAW 
FACULTY. UNCLAS. 

4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY STRONGLY BACKS 
THE DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM’S REQUEST FOR 

LATIN AMERICAN FELLOW IN THIS FIELD. THE SCHOOL OF JOURNAL- 
ISM TRADITIONALLY HAS BEEN A TECHNICALLY WEAK BUT POLITICAL- 
LY SENSITIZED DEPARTMENT WHICH WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO INFLU- 
ENCE FOR SOME TIME. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS REQUEST FROM 
SOLIS IS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY WHICH WE SHOULD MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO CAPITALIZE UPON, ESPECIALLY SINCE OUR RELATIONS 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY AND ESPECIALLY THE LAW SCHOOL COMPLEX HAVE 
BEEN STRAINED SINCE THE AID/LAW SCHOOL DISPUTE (TOAID A-42). 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

5. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ACTION REQUESTED: THE EMBASSY REQUESTS A 
PRELIMINARY RESPONSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS TO 
THE FEASIBILITY OF THIS TEACHING FELLOW PROPOSAL SO FURTHER 
DISCUSSIONS OCY BE HELD WITH SOLIS AS TO MODALITIES. 

END UNCLAS. 

LANE 
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